
 
ASCRS FILM FESTIVAL INFORMATION & INSTRUCTIONS 
 
DEADLINE:  
November 15, 2004  
 
LIMIT: 
1 submission per producer 
 
TIME LIMIT:  
10 minutes (maximum) 
 
IMPORTANT: 
Videos must be received in the ASCRS office by March 11, 2005. Please plan 
accordingly now and allow ample time to tape, edit, and ship your video. Please 
send your video via air courier (Federal Express,UPS, DHL, etc.) so you can trace 
its receipt. There will be no PAL or SECAM formats available. These standards 
must be converted to NTSC, which is the U.S. standard. Videos received in the 
wrong format cannot be judged or shown in the Film Festival Theater. No tapes 
will be converted on site.  
Submissions by non-MDs and DOs will be reviewed in the context of the producer's 
respective training and education. A completed Financial Interest Statement must 
accompany each film submission. 
 
FILM SUBMISSION CATEGORIES: 
› Cataract Complications  
› Cataract/Implant Surgery  
› In-House Productions (not sponsored/physician narrated)  
› Instruments/Devices  
› Intraocular Lenses  
› New Techniques  
› Quality Teaching  
› Refractive Complications  
› Refractive Surgery  
› Special Interest  
 
JUDGING CRITERIA:  
› Originality 
› Scientific content 
› Applicability/educational value 
› Clarity 
› Cinematic/technical excellence 
Films will be formally judged and a runner-up and 1st place winner will be selected 
in each category. In addition, one overall Grand Prize winner will be selected. 
Awards will be presented during the Film Festival Awards Ceremony on Monday 
evening, April 18. We strongly encourage all Film Festival participants to attend 
the Film Festival Awards Ceremony. If you are not able to attend for any reason, 
please select a colleague to attend on your behalf.  
 



Please read the following instructions carefully before submitting. All information 
must be completed or the submission will be considered incomplete and returned. 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
A short synopsis (maximum 30-40 words) of your proposed video is mandatory. 
This will be published in the Final Program. 
 
LENGTH: 
Videos may not exceed 10 minutes (maximum) in length or they will be 
disqualified. 
 
FORMAT: 
The only acceptable formats for submissions are ½" VHS or Super-VHS. In 
addition, the tape must be converted to the U.S. standard NTSC. It is your 
responsibility to make sure the video is received in the correct format and 
standard. Please preview your video on a different deck from the one on 
which it was produced before you send it to ASCRS. 
 
PRODUCTION:  
If possible, please use a broadcast-quality tape machine to produce your video. 
 
Suggestions: If you use background music, it should not "overpower" the 
narration or distract the viewer from the video content. 
The video should be shown on screen as seen by the surgeon. 
Avoid long gaps without voice narration. Otherwise, the viewer will lose 
concentration as well as context. 
 
SOUND:  
Audio must be on the HiFi track or the linear track. Either choice is fine, but pick 
one and be consistent throughout the video. Also, remember that all presentations 
must have English titling, subtitling, or soundtrack. The contents must be 
understandable to an English-speaking person. 
 
FINANCIAL INTEREST DISCLOSURE:  
Videos must include a statement of the presenter's financial interests in the 
subject matter (or lack thereof). Each video submission MUST be accompanied by 
1 Financial Interest Statement representative of the producer and any coproducers 
collectively as a team. Types of financial relationships are defined on the Financial 
Interest Statement, which is mandatory with each submission. ASCRS depends on 
honest and full disclosure by presenters to ensure balance, objectivity, and 
independence in its program. The Financial Interest Statement is linked to the Film 
Submission Form and must be completed. 
 
DISCLOSURE OF UNAPPROVED/OFF-LABEL USE:  
If your video concerns the use of a drug or device that has not been approved by 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration or concerns off-label use of a drug or 
device approved by the FDA for other use, you must disclose that fact on the 
video. 



 
SHIPPING:  
Since your video will not be returned, please do not send the master copy. 
Instead, submit a first-generation copy. Do not send multiple copies. Your tape 
should be properly labeled with producer's name and the title of video exactly as it 
was submitted. 
 
Please remember that we must receive your videotape in the ASCRS office no later 
that March 11, 2005. Please plan accordingly now so you will have ample time to 
tape, edit, and ship your video to meet the deadline. 
 
Shipping Address: 
ASCRS Film Festival Submission 
Attn: Marcie Stein 
4000 Legato Road, Suite 850 
Fairfax, VA  22033-4055 
  
ASCRS holds the copyright on all accepted videos. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Marcie Stein at mstein@ascrs.org or call 
our office at (703) 591-2220. 
 


